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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sundar et al. 
(US2003/0 133421). 

Regarding claim 1, Sundar et al. anticipate a mobile apparatus (multimode mobile station, 310 of 
Fig. 4) that performs radio communication by means of a cellular method, said mobile apparatus 
comprising: 

an identification information storage section (inherent) that stores identification 
information of a network provider providing a cellular radio communication service (as it's able 
to access cellular network, stored identification is inherently present for security/customer 
verification); 

a transmitting/receiving section (inherent) that transmits a signal containing said 
identification information and receives a signal containing frequency and access technology 
information corresponding to said identification information by means of a communication 
method different from a cellular method (paragraphs 0051-0053); and 

a frequency search section (inherent) that carries out a frequency search when roaming is 
performed using a frequency and access technology corresponding to said identification 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/5 1 6,536 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2618 

information indicated by a signal received by said transmitting/receiving section (paragraphs 
0054-0059). 

Regarding claim 2, Sundar et al. anticipate the limitation of claim 1. 

Sundar et al also anticipate said transmitting/receiving section transmits a signal containing said 
identification information and also receives a signal containing information indicating a 
frequency, access technology (inherent in 802.1 1 standard), and service (default service 
inherently indicated, same as usual cellular service) corresponding to said identification 
information by means of a communication method different from a cellular method; said mobile 
apparatus further comprising a service section that implements a service indicated by a signal 
received by said transmitting/receiving section (using the received information to access network 
via WLAN, paragraphs 0051-0053). 

Regarding claim 3, Sundar et al. anticipate the limitation of claim 1. 

Sundar et al. also anticipate said communication method different from a cellular method is a 
wireless LAN or Bluetooth (paragraph 0054). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Achour et al. 

(US Patent#6363260) in view of Sundar et al. (US2003/0 133421). 

Regarding claim 4, Achour et al. teach a service information provision apparatus (base station) 
that communicates with a mobile apparatus by means of a communication, said service 
information provision apparatus comprising: 

a database (inherent in base station) indicating correspondence between a network 
provider providing a radio communication service by means of said cellular method and a 
frequency and access technology (column 7 line 55 to column 8 line 24); 

a receiving section (inherent in base station) that receives a signal containing 
identification information of said network provider transmitted from said mobile station 
(inherent in registration process); 

a control section (inherent in base station) that extracts information on frequency and 
access technology corresponding to said network provider by searching said database using said 
identification information contained in a signal received by said receiving section (column 8 
lines 13-24); and 

a transmitting section (inherent in base station) that transmits a signal containing 
information on frequency and access technology extracted by said control section to said mobile 
apparatus (column 8 lines 13-24). 

But, Achour et al. do not expressly disclose the service information is provided by service 
information provision apparatus through a communication method different from said cellular 
method. 
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Sundar et al. teach accessing network through WLAN (Figs. 2-3, paragraphs 0054-0059), which 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize that the mobile station is 
capable of obtaining a roaming list when registering with WLAN access point. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate network access via WLAN taught by Sundar et al. and modify the 
method of Achour et al. into obtaining update information via WLAN, in order for a mobile 
station to update roaming information while using WLAN for network connection. 

Regarding claim 7, Achour et al. teach a roaming method whereby a mobile apparatus that 
performs radio communication by means of a cellular method acquires information from a 
service information provision apparatus (base station) by means of a communication method 
different from said cellular method; said roaming method comprising: 

a storing step in which said mobile apparatus stores identification information of a 
network provider that provides a radio communication service by means of said cellular method 
(inherent); 

an identification information transmitting step in which said mobile apparatus transmits a 
signal containing said identification information by means of a communication method (inherent 
in registration process); 

an identification information receiving step in which said service information provision 
apparatus receives a signal containing said identification information (inherent in registration 
process); 
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a searching step in which said service information provision apparatus searches a 
database indicating correspondence between said network provider and a frequency and access 
technology based on said identification information contained in a signal received in said 
identification information receiving step (column 7 line 55 to column 8 line 24); 

an extracting step in which said service information provision apparatus extracts 
information on frequency and access technology corresponding to said identification information 
from said database as search results of said search step (column 7 line 55 to column 8 line 24); 

a signal transmitting step in which said service information provision apparatus transmits 
a signal containing information on frequency and access technology extracted in said extracting 
step to said mobile apparatus (column 8 lines 13-24); 

a signal receiving step in which said mobile apparatus receives said signal transmitted in 
said signal transmitting step (column 8 lines 13-24); and 

a frequency search step in which said mobile apparatus performs a frequency search 
when roaming is performed using a frequency and access technology indicated by a signal 
received in said signal receiving step (column 9 lines 40-63). 

But, Achour et al. do not expressly disclose the service information is provided by service 
information provision apparatus through a communication method different from said cellular 
method. 

Sundar et al. teach accessing network through WLAN (Figs. 2-3, paragraphs 0054-0059), which 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize that the mobile station is 
capable of obtaining a roaming list when registering with WLAN access point. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate network access via WLAN taught by Sundar et al. and modify the 
method of Achour et al. into obtaining update information via WLAN, in order for a mobile 
station to update roaming information while using WLAN for network connection. 

Regarding claim 5, Achour et al. and Sundar et al. teach the limitation of claim 4. 
Achour et al. also teach said database includes correspondence between said network provider 
and a frequency, access technology (inherent in roaming list), and cellular radio communication 
service (default service inherently indicated); said control section extracts a frequency, access 
technology, and said cellular radio communication service related to said network provider by 
searching said database using said identification information contained in a signal received by 
said receiving section (inherent in registration process); and said transmitting section transmits a 
signal containing information indicating an extracted frequency, access technology, and said 
cellular radio communication service to said mobile apparatus (column 7 line 55 to column 8 line 
24). 



Regarding claim 6, Achour et al. and Sundar et al. teach the limitation of claim 4. 
Sundar et al. also teach said communication method different from a cellular method is a 
wireless LAN or Bluetooth (paragraph 0054). 
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Conclusion 



3. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Zhiyu Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272-2837. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Weekdays: 9AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vuong Quochien can be reached on (571) 272-7902. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Zhiyu Lu 
August 4, 2006 



QUOCHIEN B. VUONG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



